
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome everyone to this morning’s service.  

To continue where we left off last week, let’s pray  

 

Holy Spirit, would you come afresh and breath your life into us, fill 

us up with your presence, lead us into holiness, life and peace. 

Overlay our humanity both inside and out with your pure gold, 

write your words on our hearts and minds and transform us into the 

image of Jesus for your glory and for where we live. Let Weardale 

know the power and presence of God as we move forward into what 

you have for us – always let your presence lead us and go with us 

… we love your presence Lord Jesus – we worship You! Amen. 

 

To Our God https://youtu.be/9kFpAD8ELhI 

 

For the Cross https://youtu.be/SuRNZg6uatg 

 

As we were preparing for today both of us sensed that the Lord 

wanted us to tackle a difficult area but one which is frequently 

addressed in the scriptures both in the historical life events 

described in the Bible and also through the words of Jesus and 

Peter and Paul and the other apostles.  The difficult area is the  

one of persecution.  

 

II Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) 

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. 

 

We’ll begin by looking at the story of Stephen. 

The Choosing of the Seven 

ACTS 6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, 
the Hellenistic Jews[a] among them complained against the Hebraic 
Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 
distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 
together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry 
of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, 

https://youtu.be/9kFpAD8ELhI
https://youtu.be/SuRNZg6uatg
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27103a


choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 
Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and 
will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 
They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their 
hands on them. 

7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to 
the faith. 

Stephen Seized 

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed 
great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, 
however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces 
of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they 
could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he 
spoke. 

11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard 
Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.” 

12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of 
the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 
13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never 
stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 14 For we 
have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and change the customs Moses handed down to us.” 

15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, 
and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

In Chapter 7 Stephen preaches an amazing sermon recounting the 

story of the Jewish people from Abraham to Joseph to Moses to 

David and in that account details all the suffering and persecution 

that went on as well as the rebellion of the people against God. 

(It’s well worth reading!) And he concludes at v.51  

51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 
uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist 



the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 
persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the 
Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 53 
you who have received the law that was given through angels but 
have not obeyed it.” 

The Stoning of Stephen 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious 
and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 
looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their 
voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Some pointers about Stephen :-  

● He was chosen to wait on tables - a servant hearted person 

● He was full of the Spirit and wisdom 

● Full of faith and the Holy Spirit  

● Full of God’s grace and power  

● He performed great wonders and signs among the people - in 

the words of John Wimber ‘he did the stuff’ 

● The wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke - a tongue 

yielded to the Spirit. 

● His face was like the face of an angel - we can only imagine 

how wonderful that must have been.  

● He looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. An amazing vision of Jesus 

in heaven.  Jesus was also observing the stoning of Stephen 

from heaven.  

● He shared that vision of Jesus with those persecuting him, 

including Saul who was there aiding and abetting the stoning.  

● He prayed as he was being stoned, fulfilling Jesus’ command 

to pray for those who persecute you.  



● He forgave his persecutors , including Saul, just as Jesus 

forgave his persecutors - Father, forgive them they know not 

what they do.  

 

Some pointers about Saul :-  

● Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the 

Lord’s disciples.  Acts 9  Even though Stephen had forgiven 

him and all the other persecutors. 

● Saul also had a vision of Jesus on the way to Damascus.  

● Jesus asked him ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 

Jesus, in seeing the church being persecuted, saw it as a 

personal persecution of Himself.  He identified with his 

disciples and followers in their suffering. 

● The worst persecutor of the church became the most 

influential apostle!  

● This experience broke Paul’s hard heartedness and gave him a 

profound understanding of the grace of God.  

● Paul received healing prayer from a believer who was 

instructed by God to pray for him despite his knowing that he 

was a hater of the church.   Ananias was obedient even when 

his reason said the opposite because he trusted the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit more.  

Prayer : Lord, help us, as we prayed earlier,  to be so transformed 

by You that we become a people like Stephen, Ananias and Paul 

who are deeply steeped in Your mercy and grace that our lives 

radiate Your presence.  

We’re now going to watch a short all age video to help us think 

about what we can do to help the family of God who are currently 

suffering persecution for being followers of Jesus.  

Have you ever been bullied?  https://youtu.be/DmvUZStiEJQ 

 

As we have read this Bible story and watched the film about the 

persecuted church, we are reminded that we are all part of the 

same Body and we can support those overseas, who are suffering 

extreme persecution.   What can we do ?  

 

● we can pray in an informed way 

● we can write letters or cards  

● we can share information about ways we are already involved 

or ways we could be involved.  

● we could, as a fellowship, meet needs in a practical way e.g. 

supporting Open Doors etc  

https://youtu.be/DmvUZStiEJQ


● and any other suggestions which can be shared during our 

Zoom meeting.  

 

We’ll close with a short time of quiet music by our own Steve as we 

ponder those things.  

 

https://youtu.be/8quqGjE0FFU 

 

We pray God’s blessing on each one of you for the week ahead.  

 

 

 

 

Extra for those who enjoy colouring in! 

 

See Page below.  
 

https://youtu.be/8quqGjE0FFU


 

 

 


