
 

 

    Sunday 14th February 2021 
 

Morning Weardale! ☺ 
 

Worship: 
 
Blessed be Your name - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw4H5t3TwHM  

 
Holy Spirit you are welcome here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFByOX8Fb0M  
 
Your Presence is heaven to me - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5a-hW9AJQI  
 
 
1 Kings 8:1-11 
 
The Ark Brought into the Temple 
 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief 
fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord from the City of David, which is Zion. Therefore all the men 
of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim, which is the 
seventh month. So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. Then they 
brought up the ark of the Lord, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that 
were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up. Also King Solomon, 
and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted or numbered 
for multitude. Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, 

into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of 
the cherubim. For the cherubim spread their two wings over the place of the ark, and the 
cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. The poles extended so that the ends of the 

poles could be seen from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could 
not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. Nothing was in the ark except the 
two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant 
with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 
 And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud 
filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not continue ministering 
because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 
 

It's all about the presence of God 
 
Exodus 33:15 

15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from 

here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless 
you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on 
the face of the earth?” 

17 And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am 

pleased with you and I know you by name.” 

18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw4H5t3TwHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFByOX8Fb0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5a-hW9AJQI


 

 

  
Our desire is to live life in the presence of God – as the  Psalmist says “Blessed are those 
who DWELL in Your house, they are ever praising You!” … In addition to the wonderful 
times we have together worshipping and enjoying His presence, there is a place of 
dwelling in His presence, cultivating a lifestyle enveloped in Him through worship, 
prayerfulness, communion, fellowship and - yes – friendship with God! This distinguishes 
us from the world and makes Jesus (and us) so attractive to those who don’t know Him 
yet.  
 
His presence heals, His presence delivers, His presence sets us free, His presence 
protects – His presence is joy and peace - His presence is the only thing that will change 
us, our region and our nation.  
  
Parts of the western church do not live with the manifest presence of God, seeing 
salvations, signs, wonders and miracles. It can be a place of comfort and ease, self 

indulgence and religious duty. This is not God’s plan. 

 
In 1 Samuel 4 we read the story of how the Ark of the Covenant (which was where the 
presence of God resided) was stolen by the Philistines. 
 
The key part of the story for me is that the Israelites had made a huge shout that shook the 
land and terrified the Philistines prior to the battle – however their faith had been 
misplaced – even though they were believing in the power and presence of God to win the 
victory for them, rejoicing as the Ark was brought into the camp, the priests (Eli and his 
sons Hophni and Phinehas) had not valued holiness and cultivated an honouring place for 
God to rest …… the Philistines were able to take their most precious possession – the Ark 
– the presence of God.  
 
Winning spiritual battles is not about loud noises and an appearance of godliness – it is 
about valuing & protecting the presence of God in our lives, homes, families and churches. 
Putting God first – like we heard last week with Gideon, destroying our idols before 
engaging in warfare with the Holy Spirit. God requires our whole heart – He is a jealous 
God, unwilling to give over any part of us to the kingdom of this world.  
 
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas died and Phinehas’s wife then gave birth to a son - Ichabod - the 
glory is gone from Israel.  
 

Build a place for Him to come 
  
Exodus 25:1 
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive th
e offering for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. 3 These are the offeri
ngs you are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; 4 blue, purple and scarlet yarn  
and fine linen; goat hair; 5 ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather[a];  
acacia wood; 6 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense
; 7 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9 Make this  
tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 
  
I LOVE this scripture from Exodus – it’s a blueprint to prepare for the presence of God to 
dwell amongst us: When we operate in, live in and give from a love and desire for God that 
comes from the heart He comes and dwells among us. He is seeking men and women 



 

 

after His own heart … not skilled, intelligent, driven, successful or even “anointed” but 
simply a people who love Him from the heart, who desire His will, who believe His words 
and whose number 1 priority in life is to worship Him and build a place for His presence to 
rest! 
 
 
 
How much more should we turn our hearts to God and see His manifest presence come 
down and bring incredible change in our lives, region and world.    ........     "The letter 
brings death but the Spirit gives life" 
 
The ark is like the heart - made of acacia wood and overlaid in pure gold inside and out. It 
has the written word of God inside of it, only the word of God. "Man shall not live by bread 
alone...." 
 
The Ark of the Covenant is an Old Testament representation of our hearts and is such an 
amazingly encouraging concept to our hearts … it was made out of acacia wood – a very 
common type of wood – not oak, or cedar or mahogany, but acacia … common, 
unassuming, not particularly valuable … this represents our hearts .., fallible, weak at 
times, in all ways human and prone to imperfection! And yet this humanity (the Ark/acacia 
wood) is overlaid with GOLD – inside and out! A beautiful picture of how God takes our 
weakness, our humanity, our fallible, imperfect hearts and, not only washes us clean as 
we believe in Jesus sacrifice for us, but also makes us of HIGH VALUE, overlaying us with 
gold on the outside and gold in the inside – completely restored, renewed, precious to Him 
and able through His mercy and grace to be inhabited by His presence ! WOW!!! 
 
However, it does not end there – He sets over us angels, and within us the Word of God 
(the tablets from Mount Horeb). This is so key for us as we pray and believe God into the 
new things he wants for us – ONLY the Word of God was inside the ark … nothing else … 
we need to be a people who “don’t live on bread alone, but on every word athat proceeds 
from the mouth of God” …  
 
This picture of the ark / our hearts is so simple and yet something to aspire to in our own 
lives and community … His presence is our desire, our focus, our pleasure, all we are 
living for. 
 
Prayer: 
 
Holy Spirit, would you come afresh and breath your life into us, fill us up with your 
presence, lead us into holiness, life and peace. Overlay our humanity both inside and out 
with your pure gold, write your words on our hearts and minds and transform us into the 
image of Jesus for your glory and for where we live. Let Weardale know the power and 
presence of God as we move forward into what you have for us – always let your presence 
lead us and go with us … we love your presence Lord Jesus – we worship You! Amen.  


