
 
 

Welcome 

Good Morning Weardale. It seems incredible that tomorrow it will be exactly a year since we 

first had to find a way of coming before God together, without meeting physically. At the 

time I don’t think any of us could have fully appreciated the extent and duration of the 

sacrifice and grief that we would encounter as a nation as a church and as individuals. Many 

role models have stood out during the year (stepping up to inspire and encourage) but perhaps 

none more than Captain Sir Tom Moore. One thing he is remembered for is his optimism and 

“Tomorrow will be a good day”. But put your faith and trust in God and you can be assured 

that “Today is a New Day. Today is a good day”. Let us come before God in Praise, 

Thanksgiving and celebration. With God we don’t need to wait until tomorrow for a good 

day. 

Worship 

❖ God is Good, we sing and shout it 

 

❖ Oh, Happy Day 

 

❖ I could sing of your love forever 

The Word 

Romans 3 v 21 to 26 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 

Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 

difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a 

sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate 

his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did 

it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 

faith in Jesus. 

So, if today is a good day, why do we so often feel like it is a struggle or that we have failed 

in some way? 

• What does it mean to live in the grace of God? 

• Do we struggle to please God? 

• How can we overcome that struggle? 

 

             All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

 

Romans 6 v 23 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WhsNNWQJgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBbodLCDpEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeCwwaciAA8


 
 

 

………..If we are ‘dead’ because of sin can the law help us? 

The law comprises Ten Commandments and numerous other religious rules and 

regulations including some which are self-imposed. But the answer to the question can the law give 

us life is: “No!”. But it does make us conscious of sin and reveals our position. 

Romans 3 v 20 

20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law 

we become conscious of our sin. 

Romans 7 v 7 

7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was 

had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You 

shall not covet.”  

Deuteronomy 6 vs 1 & 2 

These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land 

that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear 

the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that 

you may enjoy long life. 

The law does have some benefits: It helps us fear the Lord and enjoy long life. But it cannot give life. 

Galatians 3 v 21 

21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could 

impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 

The law draws lines of right and wrong- focuses on our mistakes and brings death. 

Romans 7 v10 

10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 

Sin came before the law and even if we were able to obey all commands, we would still be guilty- 

‘born in sin through Adam’. 

Romans 5 vs 13 & 14 

13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account 

where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over 

those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. 

 

             If law doesn’t bring life- what does? 

 

Life is a gift of God  (Romans 6 v 23) through the ministry of the Spirit 

2 Corinthians 3 v 7-11 

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 

Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory though it was, 8 will not the 

ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how 

much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now in 

comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was transitory came with glory, how much greater is the 

glory of that which lasts! 

We don’t have to please God first and the gift is given whilst still sinners. 



 
 

Colossians 2 v 13, 14 

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with 

Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against 

us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 

We have been made alive in Christ, our sins have been forgiven and the law has been nailed to the 

cross cancelling the legal charge against us. 

This gift: 

• Comes through belief (Romans 4v3- Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness) 

• It is freely given (Romans 3 v 24) 

• Saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2 v 8 & 9) 

Ephesians 2 v 8,9 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 

………Why do we still struggle, still sin and feel that we are letting God down? 

 

We still live in a sinful world, but the good news is you are not alone and God understands. 

Colossians 2 v 20,21 

20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to 

the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? 

Paul compares our position to that of marriage. Once “Mrs Law”, now “Mrs Grace” 

Romans 7 vs 1-4 

Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has 

authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to 

her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. 
3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. 

But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man. 

4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to 

another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 

We need to remind ourselves of who we are now married to. We need to live in the knowledge that 

“Mr Law” is dead and we are now “Mrs Grace” 

Romans 6 v 11 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

We will still want to fall back into old ways, desperate to please and frantically trying to observe at 

least some of the old rules. Living like this we will fall short and come under a cloud of condemnation 

and unworthy feelings. But there is no need. Live righteously because of who we are in Christ (Mrs 

Grace), not striving to become righteous because of who we were (Mrs Law) 

Romans 8 v 1,2 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the 

law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 



 
 

 

……We do not have to follow a set of rules any more 

 

Reality is found in Jesus- not in a set of regulations- we have been released and set free. 

Romans 7 v 6 

6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way 

of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code. 

Colossians 2 v 16,17 

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 

Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, 

is found in Christ. 

We don’t have to conform to any set pattern or standard of the world. But we should allow The Holy 

Spirit to change us from within. Adopt the attitude of Jesus: 

• Wholeheartedly give 

o Love God 

o Love Your neighbour 

o Worship in Sprit and truth 

Mark 12 v 28 – 31 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good 

answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.’31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than 

these.” 

John 4 v 21 &24 

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 

worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

Jesus did not live a life of religiously following rules but everything he did flowed from who 

he was. But neither did he nor Paul preach anarchy. 

Romans 13 v 1 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 

established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

Rather than look to the Law and our sin we should look to God and offer ourselves. 

Romans 12 v 1 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 



 
 

 

………..What will be the outcome of living by Grace and not by law? 

We will see much fruit. 

John 15 v 5 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me 

you can do nothing. 

Recap 

• All have sinned – fall short of the glory of God 

• Law reveals sin but cannot bring life 

• Whilst still sinners- Jesus died for us 

• By faith and belief in Jesus we will receive the FREE gift of eternal life 

• And we are made righteous 

o Unrighteousness is cancelled (negated) 

o Gods righteousness is imparted (freely given) 

• We are still in the world and will still sin BUT sin has no hold on us 

• Now DEAD to sin and alive in CHRIST 

Prayer and Reflection 

Show us Lord when we look to our old master and their old rules. Help us Lord instead to worship 

you in Spirit and in Truth. 

2 Corinthians 3 v 12-18 

12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over 

his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were made 

dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only 

in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever 

anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed 

into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 


